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Be strong and courageous; 

For the Lord is with Us.

“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of a good courage; be not 
afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the Lord thy God is with thee, 

whithersoever thou goest.”
Joshua 1:9

“Our Church is a blessed Church”
“Our Church, IS a blessed Church”



BECAUSE WE ARE A BLESSED 
CHURCH, WE HAVE RECEIVED 
MUCH MORE FROM GOD THAN 
WE DESERVE.

- PASTOR RENARDO WARD -

I’ve heard this mantra all of my life.  It was declared over this ministry by Saint DeWitt Hill 
many decades ago as he instructed us to say it after every service; and it still holds true today.  I’m 
thankful to be part of this wonderful family of believers and honored to serve as Senior Servant and 
Pastor of such a great ministry.

Because we are a blessed church, we have received much more from God than we deserve. I 
am sure you know by now to whom much is given, much is required.  We are so thankful for all that 
God has done, as well as what He has blessed us to do.  But wait…, we are also thankful because 
God is not through blessing us and there is more that we can and will accomplish in the future.   

In this book, we will be reminded of some of the things that we’ve been blessed to complete 
recently and things we hope to complete in the future. There will be God given vision components 
shared with the congregation and stakeholders of this ministry that will give insight to the direction 
in which Greater Harvest is moving.

As you read, remember the Lord is with us.  Be strong and courageous, meditate, and pray 
over this book.  We’ve come a long way from South Fort Pickering Church, the wooden building 
on the hill, at 147 W. Dison Street.  We have so many powerful memories from the 21 E. Rollins 
location, and we are amazed at God’s hand on this ministry as He opened doors and made ways 
from the very beginning of our time at that location.  As we move forward, we are thankful that our 
church, it is a blessed church and the Lord is with us!  Pray the favor of God over our Church and 
His continued direction for us individually and collectively.  Pray for God’s grace and strength as 
we make spiritual, physical, relational, and financial commitments.  All our goals and visions are 
realistic and achievable, but we must approach them prayerfully and with sensitivity to the Holy 
Ghost.  I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who enables us, counts us faithful, and intricately placed us in 
this ministry.  We are a church on the move and I challenge you to seek God for wisdom, strength, 
and a greater anointing to build His Kingdom and serve in this ministry. I love you; I’m praying for 
you and ask you to pray for me.  Finally, my brothers and sisters, I challenge you to be strong and be 
courageous, for the Lord is with us! 

Comments
From the
Pastor

OUR 
CHURCH IS 
A BLESSED 
CHURCH
OUR 
CHURCH, IS 
A BLESSED 
CHURCH!

“

“



COMPLETED 
PROJECTS

DAY CARE 
BUILDING

• Burned Church Mortgage
      (A Praise Goes Right There!)
• Repaired Alarm System 
• Replaced Fire Alarm System 
• Installed Surveillance System 
• Cleaned  Sanctuary and Pew Cushions
• Replaced Keyboard in Sanctuary
• Purchased Digital Mixing Console for 

Sanctuary
• Replaced all roofing on Administration 

Building, Sanctuary, Fellowship Hall, and 
Education Building.

• Replaced Drive-Thru Canopy 
• Replaced Rear Canopy Covering

• Burned Building Mortgage 
      (A Praise Goes Right There!)
• Renovated HVAC System
• Repaired HVAC System Cages
• Repaired Parking Lot Drainage System
• Repaired Interior Damage 
• Repaired Cupola
• Upgraded Commercial Kitchen Equipment
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OUTREACH
AND COMMUNITY 

SPIRITUAL

GOALS
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• Develop an Effective Men’s Department
• Develop an Effective Youth Department
• Help to Identify the Spiritual Gifts of Each 

Member
• Promote a Greater Commitment to Reading 

the Holy Bible
• Promote a Greater Commitment to Personal 

and Corporate Prayer Time

• Community Prayer Walk
• Community Evangelism Initiatives
• Increase Capacity for our Food Pantry
• Increase Home and Foreign Mission Efforts
• Increase Support for Adopted Schools
• Increase Capacity of the Health Fair/Job Fair
• Increase Community Patriciate in Harvest-

Fest
• Worship With Wooddale High School
• Reinstate The Victory Center Outreach 

Community & Economic Development 
Corporation
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GOALS
FINANCIAL

CAPITAL

• 10% Revenue Increase
• $100,000 Sacrificial Offerings and Donations 

(Above and Beyond Tithes and Offerings)
• Provide Financial Stewardship Training

• Replace HVAC Units - Education Building
• Replace HVAC Units - Balcony
• Renovate Women’s and Men’s Restrooms 
• Replace Curtains in Balcony
• Replace Video System
• Construct Musician’s Pit
• Paint Sanctuary Exterior
• Repair Parking Lot
• Make Property more Accessible for the 

Disabled
• Complete Carpet Replacement for Sanctuary 
• Install Projector Screen System for 

Sanctuary
• Complete Audio System Upgrades for the 

Sanctuary
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EXTENDED VISION P
Brothers and sisters, I am so excited about our God and what he is doing at 
our church.  Over the past 4 years, it has been a great honor to serve as Pastor 
of Greater Harvest Church Of God In Christ Ministries, Inc.  We have had some 
major challenges and great accomplishments during this transitional period 
of leadership.  I am thankful for the leadership, service, vision, and ministry 
of Bishop Lee Ward.  He served this congregation, community, and the Body 
of Christ well.  It is my endeavor to build on the firm foundation that Bishop 
and the wonderful members have set.  Greater Harvest Church has a great 
legacy of ministry in this city that dates back to our previous name, South Fort 
Pickering Church.  We are challenged to continue the legacy with God given 
directions for this season and this people.
From the very beginning of my tenure as Pastor, the Lord released vision and 
direction for this ministry.  The Lord also released Wisdom so that I would 
handle His people with care.  I have been intentional and strategic about 
when and how changes are made because, in most instances, necessary 
changes are challenging and uncomfortable. It has been important to me to 
verbally release vision to the membership in various settings.  Most often, 
vision is caught more than taught, so I encourage you to be faithful so that we 
will hear what the Lord is saying and be “with one accord...” (Acts 1:14).  I have 
also been challenged to, “write the vision and make it plain”, (Hab. 2:2) so that 
we all can run with it.   

In 2019 we are continuing with our guiding principles, these have 
encompassed the overall Vision of the ministry for the past four years.  

OUR GUIDING PRINCIPLES ARE:
• Christian Growth
• Church Unity
• Community Service (Ministry)

There are several ways we hope to encourage, achieve and demonstrate these 
goals as we move forward.



7

2019 VISION  BOOK

CHRISTIAN GROWTH 
• We will encourage members to submit to God’s will for their lives.
• We will encourage members to make a greater commitment to God’s 
Word.
• We will encourage members to make a greater commitment to personal 
prayer time and corporate prayer time.
• We will offer specific Biblical classes for growth in individuals in the 
membership (Men, Women, Youth, Singles, Married Couples, etc.)
• We will help members to identify their Spiritual Gifts and develop their 
Callings.
• We will increase capacity for Congregational Care Ministry (led by our 
clergy) to better minister to the needs of our congregation under the guidance 
of the Pastor. Those who are licensed and ordained will minister in various 
ways to our members.  This creates a healthier church as well as allows the 
leaders to walk in their callings.
• We will continue to teach the biblical principles of Serving.
• We will develop Creative/Performing/Fine Arts Ministry
These will include: Theater, Visual Arts, Music, Dance, Written, and Spoken 
Word ministries and more.  Let everything that hath breath praise the Lord.  
We strive to glorify God with diversity of gifts.  We are striving to create a 
congregation that embraces and promotes Praise and Worship through the 
Arts.

CHURCH UNITY
• We will continue to reverence the Word of God and preach the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ.
• We will strive to create an atmosphere of praise and worship in our 
services.
• We will call for specific times of prayer and fasting for the entire 
membership.
• We will seek to unify the Body of Christ by fellowshipping beyond racial 
and denominational boundaries.
• We will equip members with skills to evangelize their loved ones.
We will present lessons and studies that unify the membership.
• We will stand as a congregation to assist in times of crisis and tragedy.

CHRISTIAN GROWTH 
• We will encourage members to submit to God’s will for their lives.
• We will encourage members to make a greater commitment to God’s 
Word.
• We will encourage members to make a greater commitment to personal 
prayer time and corporate prayer time.
• We will offer specific Biblical classes for growth in individuals in the 
membership (Men, Women, Youth, Singles, Married Couples, etc.)
• We will help members to identify their Spiritual Gifts and develop their 
Callings.
• We will increase capacity for Congregational Care Ministry (led by our 
clergy) to better minister to the needs of our congregation under the guidance 
of the Pastor. Those who are licensed and ordained will minister in various 
ways to our members.  This creates a healthier church as well as allows the 
leaders to walk in their callings.
• We will continue to teach the biblical principles of Serving.
• We will develop Creative/Performing/Fine Arts Ministry
These will include: Theater, Visual Arts, Music, Dance, Written, and Spoken 
Word ministries and more.  Let everything that hath breath praise the Lord.  
We strive to glorify God with diversity of gifts.  We are striving to create a 
congregation that embraces and promotes Praise and Worship through the 
Arts.

CHURCH UNITY
• We will continue to reverence the Word of God and preach the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ.
• We will strive to create an atmosphere of praise and worship in our 
services.
• We will call for specific times of prayer and fasting for the entire 
membership.
• We will seek to unify the Body of Christ by fellowshipping beyond racial 
and denominational boundaries.
• We will equip members with skills to evangelize their loved ones.
We will present lessons and studies that unify the membership.
• We will stand as a congregation to assist in times of crisis and tragedy.
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COMMUNITY SERVICE/MINISTRY
• We will strive to increase capacity to feed the hungry through our efforts with the 
Food Pantry and partnerships with other organizations.
• We will strive to increase funding for benevolent needs in our congregation and 
community.
• We will complete the reinstatement process for Victory Outreach Community and 
Economic Development Corporation.
• We will continue beautification efforts and repairs to the property to increase the 
appeal and value of this area. 
• We will be a church that develops relationships with civic leaders to advocate for our 
members and community as we promote our message of Faith in Christ Jesus.
• We will look for opportunities and programs to acquire property in this 
neighborhood and stimulate economic growth and stability.  This will empower us to help 
families find affordable housing for rent or purchase.
• We will develop a College Outreach Program where we can transport college students 
to worship services
• We will establish a presence in the surrounding schools, to share the Love of Jesus 
Christ with all staff and students while building relationships with them and their families.
• We will develop Youth Programs to better impact our children.  These programs will 
include: Tutoring programs, Mentoring programs, a Music Academy, and an After School 
Program.
• We will develop a connector program that provides our members and neighbors with 
information to assist with: Senior Services, Social Services, and job opportunities.
• We will develop partnerships with like-minded organizations to better serve our 
members and community.
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Prayer 
Journal 

“And He spoke a parable unto them to this end, that men ought always to 
pray and not faint;”
Luke 18:1 KJV

Prayer is essential for the Christian to experience a close relationship with 
God.  This prayer journal is included to help the members of Greater Harvest 
Church make prayer a daily priority.  In addition to your current prayers 
please add these daily prayers.

PRAISE BEFORE YOU PRAY
 1. Praise God for being our Heavenly Father.
 2. Praise God for our salvation through Jesus Christ.
 3. Praise God for the Holy Ghost and His power.
 4. Praise God for being our Provider
 5. Praise God for being our Protector.
 7. Praise God for His faithfulness.
 8. Praise God for His everlasting love, grace, and mercy.

MONDAY: PRAY FOR YOURSELF
1. Confession & Repentance   Personal Prayer
2. Wisdom & Mind of Christ   _________________________
3. Faith       _________________________
4. Health      _________________________
5. Being Strong & Courageous   _________________________

2019 VISION  BOOK
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Prayer 
Journal

PRAY FOR THE GREATER HARVEST CHURCH FAMILY

TUESDAY: PRAY FOR OUR CHURCH
1. Greater Harvest Church Leadership
 & the Ward Family     Special Prayer
2. Church Staff and Membership  _________________________
3. Church Sick and Shut-In   _________________________
4. Church Vision     _________________________
5. Church of God in Christ    
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Prayer 
Journal 

WEDNESDAY: Pray for Your Family & Friends
1. Spouse      Special Prayer
2. Children      _________________________
3. Friends      _________________________
4. Extended Family Members   _________________________
5. Unsaved Family & Friends   _________________________

THURSDAY: Reaching Beyond
1. President and Government   Special Prayer
2. Body of Christ Worldwide   _________________________
3. Schools, Educators, and Youth  _________________________
4. Military      _________________________
5. Peace in Jerusalem    _________________________

FRIDAY: Prayer Requests
1. ________________________   2.   _________________________
3. ________________________   4.   _________________________
5. ________________________          6.   _________________________
7. ________________________          8.   _________________________

“The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much.” 

James 5:16b
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